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DECISIONS OF THE GENERAL COURT. 

Sir Francis Wiatt appears to have been assiduously engaged 
in 1640 and 1641 in the discharge of his duties as governor and 
presiding officer of the court. 

In April, 1640, the quarter court was in session at James City 
from the 8th until the 24th of the month. There remain 65 
pages of orders at this term, embracing a great variety of sub- 
jects.* Amongst them are the following: 

"Whereas Mr. John Moore being chosen burgess for the 
county of Isle of Wight, and having expended by his long at- 
tendance on his said service 3,335 pounds of Tobacco, the court 
hath therefore ordered that the commissioners for the said county 
shall levey the said sum from the inhabitants of the said county 
according to the act of Assembly in that case made and pro- 
vided, or otherwise that the said commissioners shall make their 
appearance at the next June court to shew cause to the contrary, 
or one of them in the behalf of the rest." 

' ' Whereas, upon the petition of Henry Poole to the burgesses 
of this last Assembly for the confirmation of a certain fee of five 
pounds of Tobacco for every hundred pounds of Tobacco to the 

* The Robinson MS. was written before the destruction of the Gen- 
eral Court Records. The only orders of the Court of this period now 
extant are in the Robinson MS. 
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said Poole, being clerk of the monthly court holden for the 
county of Elizabeth City, for the taking of all inventories, and 
whereas the said burgess have subscribed their consent to the 
said petition for the quantity of three pounds of Tobacco to be 
paid to the said clerk for all inventories and outcries which the 
court doth think fit to confirm unto the said Henry Poole or his 
successors, clerks of the said county, and do further order that 
the same Poole shall be present at the taking of all inventories 
and outcries happening within the said county, and out of the 
same that a fee of three pounds of Tobacco for every hundred 
be paid to the said Poole as well for the time past as the time to 
come. ' ' 

9th of Oct., 1640. Whereas Anne Belson, servant unto The- 
odore Moyses for the term of 8 years, hath complained to the 
board against her said master for his ill usage of her, by putting 
her to beat at the mortar for all his household, he, the said Moy- 
ses, promising at the time of her entering into covenant with 
him that he would use her more like his child than, his servant, 
and that he would teach her to read and instruct her in the 
of religion and have a paternal care over her; and whereas it 
appeareth that the said Moyses named 500 pounds of Tobacco, 
being a legacy given unto the said Anne Belson, with which the 
said Moyses promised to buy a cow and calf for the said Belson 
and that the increase thereof should run on for her until she had 
served out her time, all which is proved by the testimony of 
William Musgrave and Margaret Hartwell. And whereas the 
said Moyses hath further covenanted with the said Belson to give 
unto her, at the expiration of her time, one sow and calf, as ap- 
pear' th by her indenture, the court, taking into consideration 
the grievous and tyranical usage of the said Moyses to the said 
Belson and that she hath served seven years of her time to the 
said Moyses, as also the legacy named five years since, doth 
order that the said Belson shall be free from her said service and 
that the said Moyses shall within one month deliver unto her or 
her assigns the said sow and cow calf, with such apparel and 
corn as shall be indifferently adjudged by Mr. Francis Fowler and 
Bridges Freeman, and shall likewise pay all court charges ex- 
pended in or about the same otherwise. 

nth of Dec. , 1640. Whereas William Huddleston, servant 
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unto Mr. Canhow, hath complained to the board against his 
master for want of all manner of apparel, the court hath there- 
fore ordered that the said Mr. Canhow shall before Christmas 
next provide and allow unto the said Huddleston such sufficient 
apparel of linen and woolen as shall be thought fit by Captain 
John West, Esqr., or otherwise that the said Captain West shall 
have power to dispose of the said servant until the said Canhow 
do perform this order. 

7th of October, 1640. Whereas Thomas Pursell, servant unto 
Robert Brassure for the term of four years, hath petitioned to the 
board for his freedom, it being denied unto him by the said Bras- 
sure in regard the said Pursell has absented himself from his said 
services for the space of three months or there about, the court 
hath therefore ordered that the said Pursell shall be discharged 
from his said master but shall loose his right in apparel and corn 
due unto him at the expiration of his time, in respect of his ab- 
sence from his services as aforesaid, and that the said Brassure 
shall Deliver unto the said Pursell such apparel, beding and what 
other goods do already belong unto him and are remaining in 
the custody of the said 

7th Oct., 1640. Whereas it appeareth to the court that Roger 
Parke being bound to serve Capt. Corell for the space of three 
Quarters of a year and Thos. Loving Being agent for the said 
Capt. Corell, the said Parke was assigned to the said Loving to 
serve the said time, which the said Parke having not performed 
the court hath ordered that the said Parke shall forthwith put in 
security for the payment of five pounds sterling within twenty 
days after this order under the said Loving, in consideration of 
his said services being not performed as aforesaid, otherwise 
execution, &c. 

June 4th, 1640. Whereas upon Information to this Board of 
two servants that are run away from Maryland and now at the 
House of George Minefye, Esq., one of which said servants 
doth belong unto Mr. Snow as he pretendeth and the other to 
the Governor of the aforesaid Maryland as is informed, the court 
hath therefore ordered that the said servant belonging to the 
said Snow shall be delivered unto him if upon due prooff he 
make his right appear, and the other servant to be returned with 
all speed unto the said Governor. 
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June 4th, 1640. Upon the petition of Hugh George, gent., 
wherein he complained to this board of three of his servants that 
are run away to Maryland to his much loss and prejudice, and 
wherein he hath humbly requested the board that he may have 
liberty to make the sale or transfer of the said servants in the 
said Maryland, which the court, taking into consideration and 
weighing the dangerous consequences of such pernicious prece- 
dents, do order that a letter be written unto the said Governor 
to the intent the said servants may be returned hither to receive 
such exemplary and condign punishment as the nature of their 
offence shall justly deserve, and there be so returned to their 
said Master. 

9th of July, 1640. Whereas Hugh Gwyn hath, by order from 
this board, Brought back from Maryland three servants formerly 
run away from the said Gwyn, the court doth therefore order 
that the said three servants shall receive the punishment of whip- 
ping and to have thirty stripes apiece; one called Victor, a 
dutchman, the other a Scotchman called James Gregory, shall 
first serve out their times with their master according to their 
Indentures, and one whole year apiece after the time of their 
service is Expired By their said Indentures in recompence of his 
Loss sustained by their absence, and after that service to their 
said Master is Expired to serve the colony for three whole years 
apiece, and that the third being a negro named John Punch shall 
serve his said master or his assigns for the time of his natural 
life here or else where. 

July 2 2d, 1640. Whereas complaint has been made to this 
Board by Capt. Wm. Pierce, Esqr., that six of his servants and 
a negro of Mr. Reginald's has plotted to run away unto 
the Dutch plantation from their said masters, and did assay to 
put the same in Execution upon Saturday night, being the 8th 
day July, 1640, as appeared to the Board by the Examinations 
of Andrew Noxe, Rich'd Hill, Rich'd Cookeson and John Wil 
liams, and likewise by the confession of Christopher Miller, Peter 
Milcocke and Emanuel, the foresaid Negro, who had, at the 
foresaid time, taken the skiff of the said Capt. Wm. Pierce, 
their master, and corn, powder and shot and guns to accomplish 
their said purposes, which said persons sailed down in the said 
skiff to Elizabeth river, where they were taken and brought 
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back again, the court, taking the same into consideration as a 
dangerous precedent for the future time (if left unpunished), did 
order that Christopher Miller, a dutchman (a prime agent in the 
business), should receive the punishment of whipping, and to 
have thirty stripes and so be burnt in the cheek with the letter 
R and to work with a shackle on his leggforone whole year and 
longer if said master shall see cause, and after his full time of 
service is Expired with his said master to serve the colony for 
seven whole years, and the said Peter Milcocke to receive thirty 
stripes and to be Burnt in the cheek with the letter R, and after 
his term of service is Expired with his said master to serve the 
colony for three years, and the said Rich'd Cockson, after his 
full time Expired with his master, to serve the colony for two 
years and a half, and the said Rich'd Hill to remain upon his 
good behavior untill the next offence, and the said Andrew Noxe 
to receive thirty stripes, and the said John Williams, a dutch - 
man and a chirurgeon after his full time of service is Expired 
with his master, to serve the colony for seven years, and Eman- 
uel, the Negro, to receive thirty stripes'and to be burnt in the 
cheek with the letter R and to work in shackles one year or 
more as his master shall see cause, and all those who are con- 
demned to serve the colony after their time are Expired with 
their masters, then their said masters are required hereby to pre- 
sent to this board their said servants so condemned to the colony. 
13th of Oct., 1640. The Court hath ordered that Wm. 
Wootton and John Bradye as principall actors and contrivers in 
a most dangerous conspiracy by attempting to run out of the 
country and Inticing" divers others to be actors in the said Con- 
spiracy, to be whipt from the gallows to the Court door, and that 
the said Bradye shall be Branded with an Iron in the shoulder 
and Wotton in the forehead, each of them to serve the colony 
seven years, the service due from the said Wotton to Mr. San- 
derson being first performed, each of them to work in Irons dur- 
ing the time of the said censure; for the rest of these that free- 
man (viz.) John Tomkinson & Rich'd West for conventing and 
concealing the said plott, that they shall be whipt and serve the 
colony two years, and those that are servants to (viz.) John Min- 
chester, Wm. Drummer Rob't Pouse and Rob't Mosby, to be 
whipt only, as also Margaret Brandan; that the masters of the 
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said servants shall pay the fees due from the servants to the sher- 
iffs, and the servants shall make good the same at the Expiration 
of their time by a year's service apiece to their said masters, and 
that none of them shall be released from their Irons without 
order from this Board. 

Oct. 17th, 1640. Whereas we are daily given to understand 
of divers servants that run away from their masters, whereby 
much loss and predujice doth ensure to the masters of such ser- 
vants, the court therefore, conceiving it to be the most necessary 
and speedy course to apprehend the said servants, doth order 
that upon complaint thereof made unto the sheriffs of the coun- 
ties where any such servant or servants doth run away, that the 
sheriff thereof or his deputies shall hereby have power to his 
boat and hands to pursue the said runaways, and that the charge 
thereof shall be borne and defrayed by the said county. 

30 June, 1640. The court hath granted that a commission 
shall be drawn for John Mottrom and Edward Fleet, authorizing 
them to levy a party of men, or more if need require, and of the 
hands bound for Charles river County with arms and ammuni- 
tion to go in pursuit of certain runaway negroes, and to bring 
them in to the governor. And it is further ordered that such 
men as shall be pressed for this expedition shall receive their pay 
and satisfaction for their pains at the public charge of the coun- 
ties from whence such negroes are run away, and likewise for 
any boat or boats that shall be taken for the said service. 

Upon the petition of Henry Hawley for keeping a ferry at 
the mouth of Hampton roads in Kequotan for the use of inhabi- 
tants and passengers in or about their occasions, which the court 
taking into consideration as the matter tending to the great Com- 
fit of the inhabitants and others, have granted unto the said Haw 
ley a patent for the same during his natural life, and the said 
patent to pass under the hand of the governor and the seal of 
the colony; the said Hawley not exacting above one penny for 
the ferryage of any of the said inhabitants or passengers accord- 
ing to his offer in his said petition. 

Whereas Capt. Thos. Willoughby, Esq., represented to this 
court that he had lent one barrel of gun powder, containing one 
hundred weight, to accomodate the funeral of Captain Francis 
Hook, the late commander of the fort at Point Comfort and one 
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of his Majesty's Councillors for Virginia, the court hath therefore 
ordered that the said Capt. Willoughby shall be satisfied the same 
from the present captain of the fort out of the powder belonging 
to the public. 

Whereas at several vestries holden for the parish of James 
City, it was ordered, that the church wardens should collect ar- 
rears and wages belonging either to the officers or places of 
dark or sexton, and for asmuch as the Clark of the parish hath 
informed the board that the said Church Wardens do not accord- 
ingly collect and pay the wages belonging to their several places, 
the court hath therefore ordered that the said church wardens 
that now are and so from time to time which hereafter shall be, 
shall collect and pay unto the said dark and sexton their said 
arrears and wages due unto them for their several places afore- 
said. 

Whereas it appeareth that Owen Loyd, purser of the ship 
Honour, hath counterfeited the hands of Nathaniel Warren and 
William Nottingham, being sworn officers for the execution of the 
laws, by which said counterfeiting the said Loyd hath raised 
and paid divers quantities of tobacco, the court doth therefore 
think fit and order that the said Loyd for his said forgery shall 
fine ten pounds sterling to the king and five pounds to George 
Saphire, being the informer, and shall pay to the said Saphire 
twenty shillings for his charges in prosecution and ten shillings 
to two viewers, from whence the said counterfeit was pretended 
to come, and further that the said Loyd shall suffer imprisonment 
during the governor's pleasure. " 

" Whereas Strong having been accused to this board that he 
had a wife in England and did notwithstanding go about to marry 
another in this colony: whereupon he was prohibited by this court 
until he had cleared himself of the said accusation to proceed in 
said intended marriage: which said Strong having produced 
several depositions for the clearing of the said accusation and no 
positive proof coming against him, the court doth therefore declare 
him the said Strong to be free to marry according to the laws of 
the church, the bans of matrimony being thrice issued according 
to the customs of the church of England. 

Upon the humble certificate of Simon Bowman chirurgeon rep- 
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resenting to this court that whereas John Hobson, who was lately 
dangerously hurt by Owen Hughes, is now perfectly recovered, 
the court hath ordered that the said Owen Hughes, who hath 
been prisoner in the custody of the sheriff for the same ever since 
the said hurt was done, shall be discharged of the said imprison- 
ment, he putting in security for his good abeazance to two of the 
commissioners for the county of Charles river, unless the said 
commissioners can shew cause to the contrary. 

Whereas Richard Wilkinson was found at the court holden for 
the county of Isle of Wight for speaking contemptious words 
against Captain John Upton, commander of the said county; 
and whereas the said Wilkinson petitioned this board for respite 
of the sentence and to rehear the said cause at this board; and 
whereas it appeareth to this court by the deposition of William 
Boulke that the said Captain John Upton did confess that the 
said Wilkinson had asked him forgiveness, and that therefore he 
would be willing to have the fine remitted, the court doth there- 
fore order that the said Wilkinson shall be clearly acquitted and 
discharged of the said fine. 

Whereas Robert Ludbury and Andrew Perkens, who absent- 
ing themselves by running away in the woods from the service 
of their master, Capt. John Upton, were this day complained on 
in court for the same, the court hath therefore ordered that the 
said Robert Ludbury and Andrew Perkins shall at the next 
monthly court holden for the Isle of Wight county receive (as 
correction for their offence) the punishment of whipping, and 
the said Captain Upton is hereby required to see to the due 
execution thereof. 

Whereas complaint hath been made unto this board that Rob- 
ert Newman hath (contrary to an act of Assembly in that case 
made and provided) traded with certain servants belonging to 
Captain Samuel Mathews; and whereas it appeareth by a peti- 
tion exhibited to this board on the behalf of the said Newman, 
whereby he confesseth that he hath bartered with certain of the 
said servants to the value of sixty pounds of tobacco, it is there- 
fore ordered that the said Robert Newman shall satisfy and pay 
unto the said Captain Mathews four times the value so bartered 
for, being the quantity of two hundred and forty pounds of to- 
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bacco, as also that he shall suffer one month's imprisonment in 
the custody of the sheriff of Warwick river, who is required to 
see due execution thereof according to the true intent and mean- 
ing of the said act. 
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(Continued from page 180, Vol. V. ) 



Petitions which have been Presented and the consideration of 
them posponed: 

Oct. 20th, 1747. Thomas Lee, Esq., and Eleven others, for 
200,000 acres to be laid out from ye Branch called Kiskomanett's 
and Buffalo creeke on the south side of the River Alligany, and 
between the two creeks and the yellow creek on the north side 
and on the main River of Alligany als. Ohio. [The Boundry of 
Pensylven.] 

Nov. 4th, 1752. John Mason for himself, thirteen parteners, 
for 140,000 acres bounded on the Ohio company's Land, when 
their quantity is laid off. [Nothing Done.] 

Nov. 6th. Andrew Montour, Christop Gist, Michael Cresap, 
Thomas Cresap, Jun'f, for 80,000 acres on the Ohio river and 
the waters thereof, not to interfere with the grant already made 
to the Ohio Company. [Nothing Done.] 

Do. William Trent and nine others, for 200,000 acres on the 
Ohio River and the waters thereof, begin'g at the Ohio Com- 
pany's grant or entries, not to interfere with the same. [Noth- 
ing Done.] 

Do. Lunsford Lomax and nine others, for 30,000 acres on 
the waters of Missippi, Begin'g at the mouth of Elk-eye creek. 
[Nothing Done.] 

May 7th, 1754. Philip Ludwick and 24 others, for 300,000 
acres on the waters of Missippi, beginning at the mouth Elk- 
Eye creek. [West of Ohio.] 

June 1st, 1765. Thomas Nelson and 25 more, for 26,000 acres 
lying on the mouth of Cheat river and extending down the waters 



